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Reclaiming Europe

Europe has been constantly reimagined - yet in facing the criminal and destructive
war against Ukraine and all the tragedies resulting from it, the need for a more
comprehensive rethink toward a more open-minded and future-oriented cultural
imaginary of Europe has become obvious. The Russian war of aggression has re-
vealed the extent to which the existing expertise on countries so often bundled
together under the misleading label “Eastern Europe” has been neglected and mar-
ginalised. Across Europe in general, but especially in Germany and its western
neighbours, relevant research institutes have too often been closed and downsized.

The countries in question are not “the East”. They lie in the north, south and centre
of Europe and all of them belong to the core of the European landscape. Their
complex histories are full of entanglements. Yet each history has unique character-
istics — resulting in a rich diversity of cultures, academic systems, politics and the
perspectives of the respective inhabitants.

Ignorance resulting from a failure to listen to the Europeans living in these diverse
landscapes more closely and to engage with their manifold perspectives has had
dire consequences. This must not happen again.

The time for new approaches is now. Many steps have already been taken, but we
must not stop at “first aid”. The goal must be closer ties across borders and a new
understanding of Europe. We — presidents of Academies and Universities, office
holders from other academic institutions as well as politics and actors from civil so-
ciety — are resolved to further this goal.

We are convinced that academia has to play a key role in such processes. Firstly, it
offers the ideal prerequisites for such a transnational agenda because of its stand-
ards of openness, curiosity, willingness to cooperate, critical questioning and moti-
vation to perform. Secondly, scholars use their academic expertise to question tra-
ditional seemingly self-evident truths in order to gain new perspectives and insight.
Such abilities are urgently needed in the current situation — and they are especially
embodied by younger excellent scholars.

We therefore formulate the following theses and declare that we want to advance
in their spirit:



. It is time to reclaim Europe from chauvinist, nationalist and illiberal agen-
das. This means taking back the initiative and creatively promoting Euro-
pean unity, also beyond a political agenda of integration.

. Reclaiming Europe requires putting the regions that have for too long been
seen as its periphery back into the centre of attention, making their many
voices heard.

. Such a reclamation must be transnational in spirit: it crosses borders, lan-
guages, cultures, histories, identities, and much more. This does not imply
any form of homogenisation — we can only really see our many similarities
when we adequately appreciate the rich regional diversity of Europe.

. Reclaiming Europe is a process that will last for many years to come. We
must be prepared to continue with this process long after peace in Ukraine
has been achieved. Our attention must not be diverted from it, even when
other challenges remain or arise.

. Academia plays a fundamental role in shaping such an agenda. Indeed, it
can act as a driving force for positive change. This must be recognised
throughout all societal spheres and by different actors.

. But academia itself must also recognise its responsibility and that it can and
must be such a driving force in reclaiming Europe.

. In order to be able to fulfil this role properly, academia’s many voices, but
especially the most qualified ones, must be heard and listened to. They need
to be given adequate platforms.

. This is especially true for younger excellent scholars, even more so for those
who work in academic systems that offer fewer opportunities for network-
ing and international cooperation.

. We need platforms that bring such younger scholars together so that they
can develop projects and visions for the future of European academia and
society more broadly.

10.We encourage others, actors from all societal sectors, to join us in advancing

this agenda and in creating adequate networks for this purpose.
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