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A good research environment is crucial for successful science. To highlight how teams create 

fair, inspiring and performance-enhancing conditions, Die Junge Akademie and the 

Volkswagen Foundation are presenting the “Best Research Environment” award for the 

second time.  

 

Fifteen teams from various disciplines were shortlisted for this year’s award. They embody a 

research culture that combines scientific excellence with respectful collaboration, open 

communication and reliable support. On 27 June, at Die Junge Akademie’s annual 

celebration, five teams each received prize money of 10,000 euros. As all 15 teams were 

equally deserving of the prize, the prize money was awarded by lottery. Representatives 

from all teams travelled to Berlin to take part in the draw and expand their networks.  

 

 

 
Five of the 15 teams on the shortlist for the "Best Research Environment 2026" competition each 

received prize money of 10,000 euros. Victoria Abakumovski (VolkswagenFoundation) and Hani 

Harb (Die Junge Akademie) hosted the prize draw. Photo: Die Junge Akademie/Bernd Brundert 

Download press photo 

 

“The teams on the shortlist impressively demonstrate that good research environments are not a 

matter of chance, but the result of deliberate design. They create conditions in which scientific 

excellence is made possible, alongside mutual support, guidance and development,” said Hani 

Harb, a member of Die Junge Akademie’s Board and an infectious disease immunologist at 

Dresden University Hospital.  
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“Excellent research does not arise solely from individual achievements, but rather where people 

work together to create an environment that fosters openness, creativity and development. The 

shortlist for the second round of the competition illustrates in a unique way just how diverse such 

research environments can be today,” emphasises Georg Schütte, CEO of the Volkswagen 

Foundation. 

 

These 15 teams have been awarded the “Best Research Environment 2026” prize. The top five 

teams were each awarded prize money of 10,000 euros: 

• Institute for Planetary Health Behaviour, University of Erfurt 

• Research Group “TWIST – Topological Whirls in Spintronics”, University of Duisburg-Es-

sen 

• Kompost Ensemble, Kompost Ensemble e. V. 

• Junker Lab: Quantitative Developmental Biology, Max Delbrück Center for Molecular 

Medicine in the Helmholtz Association 

• Fuel Cell Team at ivb, TU Braunschweig and Niedersächsisches Forschungszentrum 

Fahrzeugtechnik (NFF) 

 

• Division of Applied Mechanics, TU Braunschweig 

• Department of Public Mental Health, Central Institute of Mental Health (CIMH) 

• Mind-Body-Emotion Group, Max Planck Institute for Human Cognitive and Brain Sciences 

• Research Group cBRAIN, Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, 

Psychosomatics and Psychotherapy, LMU University Hospital Munich 

• Division Society at OFFIS, OFFIS – Institute for Information Technology 

• Research Group “Translational Radiobiology”, Uniklinikum Erlangen 

• Helmholtz Institute for Functional Marine Biodiversity, University of Oldenburg and 

Alfred Wegener Institute (AWI) 

• Junior Research Group TRABBI, Justus Liebig University Giessen 

• Project “Empirical Gender Linguistics”, Leibniz Institute for the German Language (IDS) 
• Division of Therapy Sciences, Universitätsklinikum Münster 

In selecting the teams for the shortlist, the panel recognised, among other things, a clear 

sense of purpose, transparent responsibilities and communication channels, an open culture 

of learning from mistakes, and reliable support structures. From over 170 applications, the 

jury selected 15 teams for the shortlist – a choice that was by no means easy. The second 

round of the competition demonstrated once again that numerous research environments 

beyond the shortlist also offer excellent structures.  

 

Shortlist featuring all 15 teams 

 

Information on the prize, selection criteria and funding conditions 

 

Background information 

Die Junge Akademie is the world’s first academy for researchers in the early and mid-stages of 

their careers and, in the nearly 25 years of its existence, has developed into an important voice 

within the German research system. The Volkswagen Foundation was involved in the 

establishment of Die Junge Akademie through financial support until 2005. With its profile area 

“Understanding Research”, the Volkswagen Foundation opens up spaces for reflection and 

supports structural changes in the science system. One thematic focus is on the diversity of 

scientific culture(s). 

 

https://www.diejungeakademie.de/en/projekte/best-research-environment-award/shortlist-2026/institute-for-planetary-health-behaviour
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/en/projekte/best-research-environment-award/shortlist-2026/arbeitsgruppe-twist-topological-whirls-in-spintronics
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/en/projekte/best-research-environment-award/shortlist-2026/arbeitsgruppe-twist-topological-whirls-in-spintronics
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/en/projekte/best-research-environment-award/shortlist-2026/kompost-ensemble
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/en/projekte/best-research-environment-award/shortlist-2026/junker-lab-quantitative-developmental-biology
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/en/projekte/best-research-environment-award/shortlist-2026/junker-lab-quantitative-developmental-biology
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/en/projekte/best-research-environment-award/shortlist-2026/fuel-cell-team-at-ivb
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/en/projekte/best-research-environment-award/shortlist-2026/fuel-cell-team-at-ivb
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/en/projekte/best-research-environment-award/shortlist-2026/division-of-applied-mechanics
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/en/projekte/best-research-environment-award/shortlist-2026/department-of-public-mental-health
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/en/projekte/best-research-environment-award/shortlist-2026/arbeitsgruppe-mind-body-emotion
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/en/projekte/best-research-environment-award/shortlist-2026/research-group-cbrain
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/en/projekte/best-research-environment-award/shortlist-2026/research-group-cbrain
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/en/projekte/best-research-environment-award/shortlist-2026/society-department-at-offis
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/en/projekte/best-research-environment-award/shortlist-2026/research-group-translational-radiobiology
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/en/projekte/best-research-environment-award/shortlist-2026/helmholtz-institute-for-functional-marine-biodiversity
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/en/projekte/best-research-environment-award/shortlist-2026/helmholtz-institute-for-functional-marine-biodiversity
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/en/projekte/best-research-environment-award/shortlist-2026/junior-research-group-trabbi
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/en/projekte/best-research-environment-award/shortlist-2026/project-empirical-gender-linguistics
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/en/projekte/best-research-environment-award/shortlist-2026/division-of-therapy-sciences
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/en/projekte/best-research-environment-award/shortlist-2026
https://www.diejungeakademie.de/en/projekte/best-research-environment-award
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Die Junge Akademie  

at the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities  

and the German National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina  

 

Die Junge Akademie was founded in 2000 as the world’s first academy for outstanding young academics. Its 

members – who come from all academic disciplines as well as creative fields – explore the potential and limits of 

interdisciplinary work in new projects, aim to encourage dialogue between academia and society, and provide 

new impetus in discussions about scientific policy. Die Junge Akademie is supported by the Berlin-Brandenburg 

Academy of Sciences and Humanities (BBAW) and the German National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina. Its 

office is located in Berlin.  
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